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Dear Bodkin families,

Our students and staff are leaving 2023 with so many memories. Our
students are working hard, and their accomplishments do not go
unnoticed. Our staff goes above and beyond for our students each day
and we are grateful for our Bodkin families. Our PTA-sponsored staff
breakfast had so many options that we ate for 2 days and sent many
goodies home with staff. We thank them for always spoiling us!

Can you believe it is almost the end of the 2nd marking period? January
22 kicks off marking period 3. The week prior we will have many schedule
changes as teachers finalize grades and engage in professional
development. We have quarterly assessments for grades 2-5 in literacy
and grades 3-5 in math and science when we return from break. We are
revisiting our DIBELS assessments to check in on students’ growth in all
primary grades, and i-Ready continues to be a platform for students to
have a layer of differentiation. The data show that passing two lessons in
reading and math helps close gaps. Please be sure your child is on each
week. We will do mid-year assessment for i-Ready in February.

We will support the Winter Relief experience at Our Lady of the
Chesapeake the week of the January 16. Thanks to Mrs. Elsis for planning
this memory for our students. Helping others is a value we believe in at
Bodkin. Permission slips for this walking field trip will be coming home
soon.

January sometimes brings snow! Our county values snow-day
experiences, but if it isn’t a “play outside kind of snow,” synchronous and
asynchronous days may be in the cards.  Your child’s teacher will also be
sending information on where to log in for live-virtual instruction. Please
reach out if you have any questions. We will work together to make this a
smooth transition. Thanks for your patience as it is new for all of us.

Continue to “Plant Kindness and Watch it Grow!” Thanks to everyone for
the Bodkin team we have built!

Bonnie Myers, Principal

Office Hours
M-F

7:15am-3:15pm

Follow us on Twitter @BodkinAACPS  Lunch Menu

Next MonthNext MonthNext Month
2/1 Wear Red-Kids
Heart Challenge Kick
Off

2/6 Two Hour Early
Dismissal & Unity Day

2/9 PTA Assembly

2/13 PTA Meeting 6pm

2/19 Schools closed
for Presidents Day

2/20 Club Picture Day

2/26 Seaperch Club
begins

https://twitter.com/BodkinAACPS
https://aacpsschools.org/nutrition/
https://aacpsschools.org/nutrition/
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Clubs
 

24 Club
Th 2:45-3:45

Board Game Club
Th 2:45-3:45

  7                        8                        9                        10                      11                      12                      13                           Waste Free
Wednesday

      Sunday              Monday            Tuesday         Wednesday        Thursday              Friday             Saturday

  21                      22                      23                      24                      25                      26                      27

  28                       29                      30                     31                      1                        2                        3                             

Fitness 
Thursday

                            1                        2                        3                         4                        5                        6                             

Waste Free
Wednesday

Schools Closed

Waste Free
Wednesday

Mo Gaba Day

New Year’s Day

Schools Closed

Martin Luther 
King Jr. Day

Schools ClosedTwo   Hour   Early   Dismissal

End of 2nd marking 
period

<--------------------------OLC   Winter   Relief --------------------------->

Family Reading Night
5:30-6:30pm

Gr. 5 Promotion
Committee Meeting 

6:00-7:00pm

Bodkin’s Girls Spring
Formal Committee

Meeting 6:00-7:00pm

Gr. 5 Promotion
Committee Meeting 

6:00-7:00pm

Gr. 5 Chorus
walking field trip

Bodkin Boys
Bowling 

Gr. 5 field trip to
Baltimore Museum of

Industry

PTA Meeting 
6:00pm @ Bodkin

 Band & Strings Winter
Concert 6:30 @ CHS

3rd marking period
begins

AM Rehearsals 
Strings 8:30am & 

Band 11:30am @ CHS
*for students who are participating

CHS Cluster Strings
Concert 6:00pm @ CHS

CHS Cluster Band
Concert 7:05pm @ CHS

Wear PJs to school



RemindersRemindersReminders
   UPCOMING DATES TO REMEMBER

1/1, 1/15 & 1/19 Schools Closed

1/17 & 1/18 Two Hour Early Dismissal

Morning arrival is 7:40-8:00 am
Instruction begins promptly at 8:00 am
Students who arrive to class after 8:00 am will be marked late
Dismissal begins at 2:25 pm

Click here for calendar

Click HERE to order your Yearbook 

$25

Not Getting Texts???
To resubscribe to AACPS text messages, text "Subscribe AACPS" 

to the following numbers: 
23177          63079         53291        82932

Pay Online
Bodkin Elementary accepts

You can pay for items such as as lost or damaged library books, field trips
or even donate for class supplies. Click here and select Bodkin

Elementary. You will need your student's ID number for transactions.

https://www.aacps.org/site/handlers/filedownload.ashx?moduleinstanceid=36335&dataid=94619&FileName=-2324adoptedcalendar.pdf
https://buytheyearbook.pictavo.com/Catalog/HomepageCategory
https://osp.osmsinc.com/annearundel/


December HighlightsDecember Highlights
The CHS carolers brought joy to us all by

singing holiday songs.

We enjoyed our daytime Chorus Concert! Thank
you for your hard work Mrs. Mignon.

The power outage didn't stop our Bulldogs from
having some fun! Our teachers thought on their feet

and came up with some amazing activities.

We kicked off 24 Club this month.

Dancing through the Decades was a hit with our
fifth graders and their families!

Our fifth graders made a scaled model of the
solar system.



Living that

FifthFifth
GradeGradeLife

SCHOOL HAPPENINGS

Dr. Beasley's students worked through the writing process to identify what they
were thankful for in their lives.  Students brainstormed ideas and then organized the
ideas using a tree map organizer.  Along the way, students helped each other by
listening and giving suggestions to improve their writing. Click here to see their
work.

Student
Spotlight

    Camden        Emma         Ezekiel       Hailey          Megan

Thank you for donating to our bake sale. It was such a success!  
Our donation link is always available here. Our next committee
meeting is Thursday, January 4 at 6pm in the media center. For
additional information feel free to contact
bodkingrade5@gmail.com.

Congratulations to our Girls on the
Run team! With hard work and
determination, they completed the
annual 5K in the rain. They also
made lunches to help House of
Hope for their community impact
project. 

https://www.canva.com/design/DAF2CYZEhj8/Z62IrQA1BewMLoCec7EpFw/view?utm_content=DAF2CYZEhj8&utm_campaign=designshare&utm_medium=link&utm_source=editor
https://my.cheddarup.com/c/5th-grade-promotion-2024?cart=64cfcc14-de1b-4bbb-96ac-4671e904b660!!68582849


Counselor'sCounselor's CornerCorner
Jennifer Elsis

School Counselor
jelsis@aaps.org

THANK YOU FOR DONATING
Thank you for your continued support of our school community as we reach out to the
community.  Our Toy Drive was a HUGE success and will benefit families all across Anne
Arundel County through the work of the Sharing Foundation. Many families,
organizations, businesses, and students joined in the effort – thanks!
Additionally, we wish to thank our community for stepping in to share some holiday
cheer – our anonymous elves have rocked it AGAIN!  Thank you to all of the wonderful
volunteers and anonymous elves who created magic for our community — Thank you!!!  
Just a reminder, we provide assistance to families during the “back to school” time,
Thanksgiving, & Christmas. If your family could benefit from assistance or wish to help
with our giving efforts, please contact Jenn Elsis (jelsis@aacps.org). 

The Board of Education has followed the
recommendations of the school system’s Calendar
Committee, adopting a 2024-2025 school year
calendar that calls for classes to begin for students
on Monday, August 26, 2024, and end on Friday,
June 13, 2025.

The calendar, adopted at the Board’s December 6,
2023, meeting, maintains the holiday closings
contained in the current school year calendar as
well as a three-day Thanksgiving break, an eight-
day Christmas/Winter break, and a six-day
Easter/Spring break. It also contains a closing for
Rosh Hashanah and builds in three days to be used 

in the case of inclement weather. Yom Kippur and Eid al-Fitr occur on weekends in the 2024-2025 school
year.

In adopting the calendar, the Board approved an amendment adding Lunar New Year to its list of recognized
cultural and religious observances. The school system will remain open on that day (January 29, 2025, in the
2024-2025 school year), but tests and exams will not be administered.

The calendar calls for elementary and middle schools to be closed for students on November 1, 2024, as was
the case this year, with staff taking part in professional development on that day. It also contains four two-
hour early dismissals to allow for staff to engage in professional development related to equity and two two-
hour early dismissals at the end of each of the four marking periods.

A complete 2024-2025 calendar can be found at www.aacps.org/2425calendar.

mailto:jelsis@aacps.org
http://www.aacps.org/2425calendar


CLOTHING TO CASH

In November, Bodkin Elementary School collected 2,875.0 lbs. of clothing and shoes in our

Clothing to Cash bin. That means our school received $387.50 from your donations! We were

the first place winners!! Thank you for your donations! The donation bin is located to the left of

the school (when looking at the school) near the track. It's an easy stop when leaving the

parking lot. Can we collect the most in January?

Congratulations to the following AACPS schools for the month of October!

1st Place     Bodkin Elementary School           2,875.0 lbs.     $100 Bonus  Total Check $387.50

2nd Place   Broadneck Elementary School      2,326.0 lbs.     $50 Bonus   Total Check $282.60

3rd Place    Belvedere Elementary School        1,751.0 lbs.      $25 Bonus   Total Check $200.10

Green School

Upcoming Concert

Band & Strings
1/16 6:30 @ CHS

Performers should arrive at 6:10

Inclement
Weather
date 1/18



OFFICE NEWSOFFICE NEWS
ABSENCES

As we start the new year, this is a friendly reminder that when your student is absent,
you will receive an automated call that your child was out and a reminder to send in
an absence note when they return.  Please remember to include a reason for the
absence so we can excuse it.  Without a reason, it remains as “truant.” We have
included absence notes below for your convenience. 

ABSENCE NOTES
Here are some easy to use sheets when your student is absent.  

PEPE
NEWSNEWS

New Year Reminder: Students participate in PE twice per week and should be wearing
appropriate footwear in order to fully participate in class and for their safety. Many
students have been wearing Crocs and boots. Please remind your child to wear tennis
shoes on their assigned PE days. Thank you for your cooperation.



THE OFFICE OF SCHOOL & FAMILY PARTNERSHIPS PRESENTS

A  L I B R A R Y  O F  V I D E O S ,  C L A S S E S ,  A N D  R E S O U R C E S  T O  A N S W E R
Y O U R  Q U E S T I O N S  O N  S T U D E N T  W E L L B E I N G  &  G R O W T H ,

N A V I G A T I N G  A A C P S ,  A N D  A C A D E M I C S  &  P R O G R A M S .

WELLBEING &
GROWTH

NAVIGATING
AACPS
RESOURCES

SCAN
ME!

ACADEMICS &
PROGRAMS

AVAILABLE AT AACPS.ORG/FAMILYACADEMY

Visit www.aacps.org/familyacademy to
access our video library.
For more information, visit School
and Family Partnerships at
www.aacps.org/family

http://aacps.org/familyacademy
http://aacps.org/family
http://aacps.org/family


PTA WEBSITE  - www.bodkinpta.weebly.com  

FACEBOOK – facebook/BODKIN ELEMENTARY PTA 

Lena Kaba
President

Corinne Zeruto
Vice President I

Nikki Allender
Vice President II

Amanda Camhi
Treasurer

Nikki Baker
Secretary

ONGOING WAYS TO HELP
Harris Teeter 

When you shop at Harris Teeter, let them
know you support Bodkin. Go to the
customer service desk with your VIP card
and have them put Bodkin PTA on your
card. We’ll earn $ every time you
purchase HT brand items!

Box Tops
Box Tops is digital! Please make sure to
download the boxtops4education app for
a super easy way to earn $ for the PTA.
Simply sign up for Bodkin, scan your
store receipts, and you’re done! No
clipping or sending them in to school. 

GIRLS SPRING FORMAL
Bodkin Girls Spring Formal tickets will be on
sale from Monday, January 15 to Friday,
February 16. Tickets will be $40 per couple
and $10 for each additional Bodkin girl. PTA
members will receive a $15 discount. Tickets
include dinner, drinks, dessert, and 1
professional photo.

ENVIRONMENTAL
STEWARDSHIP

As we head into 2024, the Environmental
Stewardship Committee will be gearing up
for the Environmental & Local Culture Fair on
Saturday, May 4. One of the initiatives will be
to collect hard to recycle items to be
properly recycled or disposed of to keep
them out of landfills. During your holiday
hustle & bustle and going into a New Year,
please hold onto old batteries (tape both
ends), corks, bread tags & candy wrappers.
The Trash or Treasure box is still in the lobby
so send in candy wrappers to be placed in
there. All other items, start collecting & hold
onto until spring. Thanks for doing your part!
 

Also, as Jen & Nichole head into their 2nd to
last year of planning this event, we’d love to

PTAPTA    NewsNews
Next PTA Meeting is Tuesday, January 9 at 6:00pm

@ Bodkin Elementary

            

Jan. 20-Bodkin Boys Bowling

Mar. 15-Bodkin’s Girls Spring
Formal

Apr. 12-Fun Run

May 4-Environmental Fair

Upcoming PTA Events

 bring in a 3rd Co-Chair to start learning
the ropes in hopes of helping out more
for the ‘24 & ‘25 Fairs & then taking it over
in 2025. Reach out to Jen if you’re
interested! 

http://www.bodkinpta.weebly.com/
https://www.facebook.com/groups/174598099331452/
https://www.facebook.com/groups/174598099331452/permalink/4198758400248715


BOWLING
Bodkin Boys 

SATURDAY INCLUDESENTRY
JANUARY 20 2 HOURS OF BOWLING

BOWLING SHOES
1 PIZZA PER LANE
1 PITCHER OF SODA
PER LANE

3:00-5:00PM
5:30-7:30PM

$34

Ticket sales ended on December 13.

TWO SESSIONS

PER 
COUPLE

$17 EACH
ADDITIONAL
BODKIN BOY

@ SEVERNA PARK LANES

SPACE IS
LIMITED,

ONE ADULT
PER FAMILY 

OR



Tickets include dinner, drinks,
and dessert for all Bodkin girls and special guests,

and 1 professional couple/family photo



Join Girl Scouts
Troop 04278 has just started and is
looking for Brownies (2, 3) to join.

For information, contact Anne
Pokrifka at  

girlscouttroop04278@gmail.com
or 412-952-7466

Nearby Library Events

Severna Park Library
1/3 Board Game Night 6:30pm-8:30pm (ages 6+)
Use our space to play board games with friends or make new ones. Bring your favorite
game or choose from our selection including everything from chess to checkers to
modern classics. 

Mountain Road Library
1/11 BYOD Family Movie Night-Super Mario Bros. 6:00pm-8:00pm (all ages)
Grab dinner from a local restaurant or from home and come enjoy a family friendly
movie at the library. 

Severna Park Library
1/17 Rad Readers Book Club: Alone by Megan E. Freeman 4:00pm-5:00pm 
(ages 6-10)
Does your 3rd-5th grader like to read, play games, and have fun? Join our RAD Readers
book club for kids in grades 3rd, 4th, and 5th. Prior to our in-person program, you’ll
read "Alone" by Megan E. Freeman. We’ll discuss the book, play some games, and do a
fun activity. If you have any questions, please call the Severna Park Branch at 410-222-
6290.

Severna Park Library 
1/19 Rock Paper Scissors Tournament 2:00pm-3:00pm (ages 6-10)
Do you have what it takes to become a legend? Come and listen to a reading of The
Legend of Rock, Paper, Scissors by Drew Daywalt. After the reading stay and compete
in a rock, paper, scissors tournament for kids. Test your might and become the
ultimate champion of Rock, Paper, Scissors!

Severna Park Library
1/31 Lego Challenge 4:00pm-4:45pm (ages 6+)
Take the LEGO Challenge and build a masterpiece! LEGO creations will be displayed
afterwards.

Join Cub Scouts
All children in grades K

through 5 are welcome to
join. We meet on Mondays at
OLC, across the street from
Bodkin! Do you like fishing,

camping, rockets, STEM and
more? Contact us today at:
recruiter@mdpack412.org. 

CommunityCommunity NewsNews      &&    EventsEvents

mailto:girlscouttroop04278@gmail.com
mailto:recruiter@mdpack412.org


 Amazon wishlist
 

Target wishlist

The following items are needed:
Peanut Butter
Canned Food

Baby or Adult Diapers
Pasta
Soup

Nutritional Drinks

120 Marbury Drive
Crownsville, MD 21032

1/5     3-7pm
        *Booth may end early if

cookies sell out

Girl Scout Troop 04278

Cookie booths at Angel’s Food Market

CHS Swag Store

http://www.aacps.org/joinourteam
https://www.amazon.com/hz/wishlist/ls/2VM3CC9ZOD3JZ?ref_=wl_share
https://www.target.com/gift-registry/gift-giver?registryId=281d8f20-37ef-11ec-a7eb-c5cd2a41bd6b&type=CHARITY&regMode=REGST&registrant=true
https://my.cheddarup.com/c/flock-of-chs-flamingos?cart=fd635c22-d198-4307-9e1c-6c372b26a23b%21%2168772026
https://my.cheddarup.com/c/chs-ptsa-swag-store?cart=258e1e84-7657-4696-850b-6f28b98c88ea%21%2169434047

